2018-2019 Ardrey Kell High School

Choral Department Prospectus

http://mcfarlandakchoral.weebly.com
Ardrey Kell High School Choral Department Objective:

Through a balanced repertoire of high quality music representing diverse genres and eras, the student will gain the versatility to perform music in a stylistically appropriate manner, with emphasis on pitch and rhythmic accuracy, consistency, and the highest potential quality sound.  Students will engage in artistic culture at the highest levels of complexity and competence.  The student will also learn to craft intelligent critical appraisals of performances, to become a functional connoisseur of all types of music.  Students will gain awareness of different styles of music, with emphasis on the various historical and cultural styles within Western traditions.  Students will experience increased awareness of how music is unique in its expressive and communicative nature, particularly non-verbal aspects. Students will also be provided with a place of belonging, a sense of unity, and a source of fellowship through their participation in choir.  The Ardrey Kell Choral Department will provide an environment for vocal excellence through vocal development, both individual and ensemble.  

Required Materials:

Supplied by Student/Parent:
· a sharpened pencil (at every rehearsal)
· internet access (via phone, tablet or computer) 
· 1 ream of copy paper or 1 box of tissues (please choose one)
· Choir Class Participation Fee/Fundraising (including concert attire)
Supplied by the School (Provided by choral class fee):

· All Sheet Music
· Ancillary Materials
· Sight-Reading  (including a 1-year on-line subscription to Sight Reading Factory) 
· Music Folder
Choral Boosters

All families will be members of Ardrey Kell Choral Boosters as part of paying their regular $100 Choral Fee which includes Silver Choral Booster Membership.  Your Booster Club Memberships help pay for sheet music, concert recordings, Performance Adjudication at Wingate University, piano tunings, accompanists, and large equipment such as risers, the new practice room piano, acoustical shells and folio cabinets.  If you would like to join Choral Boosters at one of our higher levels, you will receive the following:
Gold Membership


$150 (or $50 in addition to regular choral fees)
1 FREE ticket to both the Winter & Spring Choral Concerts

Platinum Membership

$200 (or $100 in addition to regular choral fees)


2 FREE tickets to both the Winter & Spring Choral Concerts





AND

1 FREE Concert CD of both the Winter & Spring Choral Concerts
Choral Booster Board
Debby Gines, Cheryl Foote, Jill Hacker, Pam Harper, Teresa Hubbard, Debbie Kirsch, Heather Madrzykowski, Zeba Mehdi, Wendy Sinclair 
WE NEED YOU!!!!  If you are interested in serving on our board, please contact Ms. McFarland!!!

REQUIRED Participation Dates 2018-2019
December 11 – Winter Choral Concert 6:00 pm 
(Tickets are $5.00 and go on sale 2 weeks prior to performance)

April 11, 2019 - Spring Choral Concert 6:00 pm
(Tickets are $5.00 and go on sale 2 weeks prior to performance)

Participation in the above events is NOT OPTIONAL - 

it is REQUIRED.  

If you cannot commit to being at the concerts, do not take the class!
Rehearsal Expectations

1. Come to class prepared.  Students must have their music, music folder, and pencil in hand during every rehearsal.  A pencil in your book bag is insufficient.  Please keep a sharpened pencil in your music folder.

2. Refrain from chewing gum or eating food or candy during rehearsals.  Water fountains are available for your convenience.  Please bring a clear water bottle, as you will only be allowed to visit the water fountain before and after class to minimize disruption of time on task.  Except for bottled water, there should be absolutely NO FOOD OR DRINK in the Choir Room.  Please pick-up water bottles at the end of class, as not to leave a mess for the next class to face.  Take care of your choir room!
3. Please talk only when instructed to do so…..NOT when the director is speaking…and NOT when you are supposed to be singing!  Students are expected to treat each other (and the director) with utmost respect.  Singing is a very personal and vulnerable task.  Teasing, heckling, or insulting another student will not be tolerated.

4. Be in your assigned seat, with music in hand by the time the tardy bell rings.  Please remember that at the end of class the instructor, not the bell, dismisses you.

5. Bookbags - Due to our large class sizes and limited space for movement on the risers, all bookbags, purses, personal items, etc will be placed in the designated area for your ensemble.  The only items at your seat with you should be your music folder, its contents, water bottle, chrome book, and a pencil.

6. Follow directions, musical and otherwise, the FIRST time they are given.  Notation directions should only have to be given once by the director; please use your pencils and notate them the FIRST time the notes are given.  Students are expected to remain actively engaged in the rehearsal at all times.  There is always room for improvement in individual performance.  Hard work is expected; it is not an option.

7. Participate in all rehearsals and performances.  Bring the required documentation should you be absent.  Attendance is not requested….it is expected!  

8. The student remains personally responsible for the condition of the choir folder and music once distributed.  Report damage or problems with music immediately to avoid a sheet music charge at the end of the semester.  Upon receiving your music, make sure your number is written in ink on the top right-hand corner of the outside cover.  Number all measures, beginning with the first full measure, using pencil only.  ALWAYS be certain your music folder contains your sheet music, a sight-reading sheet, notebook paper and a sharpened pencil.

9. Position in an ensemble is a privilege and is at the sole discretion of the director.  Should any singer become a hindrance (behavior or otherwise) to the choral program, he/she will be removed immediately.

10. If you are absent from rehearsal, it is YOUR responsibility to get any information missed (daily sight-reading, music notations) from another classmate.  See Ms. Mac for any handouts.
11. Sign-up for your CHARMS account by September 7.  Follow the direction posted on Ms. Mac’s weebly.

Grading 

70% - Performance, Tests, Quizzes, Outside Performance Attendance Major Projects

As Choral ensembles are performance based, it is ESSENTIAL that every member be at each performance.  One missing person creates a hole for the entire group.  Since choir is a performance-based course, the final culminating activity (the concert performance) is extremely important and an integral part of sharing what we have learned with others. Concerts are not optional.  As choir is a performance based class, you are REQUIRED to attend and perform in our concerts.  If you cannot commit to the concert performance, do not stay in this course!  Pre-concert rehearsals and concert evaluations are also included in this category.  Periodically, individual assessments are required to test the level of learning of individual singers – this includes Sight-Reading Factory Quizzes (2 per quarter).  Students will be quizzed (announced and unannounced) on knowledge acquired in music theory, sight-reading, music history, and repertoire.  
30% - Class Contribution/Participation

Class attendance is not optional. Attendance is ESSENTIAL as choir is a performance-based class.  For each class rehearsal you miss (regardless of excused or unexcused), you will earn a grade of zero for participation for that day.  Choir practice logs are located on my weebly and are due with signatures within 5 days of your return to class.  If you aren’t physically in class, then how can you participate??   Homework, daily participation, weekly Sight-Reading Factory assignments, Google Classroom assignments, journals, rehearsal behavior, cooperation as well as folder checks are included in this category.  Sight-Reading Factory – SRF assignments are due weekly, each Friday by 10:00 pm.  (Twice per quarter, SRF will be a quiz grade.)  Once THREE assignments are missing, the student will be assigned an After School Detention.

Practice Room Rules

1. Do not enter a practice room without permission or unless you are instructed to do so by the director

2. No food or drink in the practice rooms

3. If it doesn’t belong to you, don’t touch it

4. Take care of our instruments: please do not vandalize the pianos, benches, or walls
5. Complete the task asked of you while using the practice rooms: sectional rehearsal is not social hour
6. Be sure to take all music and folders out with you when you leave – practice rooms are not responsible for what they eat as a snack when music is left behind

If you cannot comply with these expectations, you will lose the privilege of using these rooms
